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Why Pennsylvania should fund Comprehensive Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Programs

________________________________________________________________________________ 
· In 1998, Pennsylvania, along with 45 other states, entered into the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) with the tobacco industry.  Over the next 25 years, Pennsylvania will receive an estimated $206 billion (the payments are in perpetuity).

· In 2001, Pennsylvania passed legislation, known as Act 77, to allocate the MSA funds as follows:  

 Insurance for uninsured adults = 30%

 Health-related research = 19%

 Home and community-based care for seniors = 13%

 Tobacco Prevention and Cessation = 12%

 Hospital charity care = 10%

 Prescription drug assistance for seniors (PACENET) = 8%

 Endowment for future health care programming = 8%

· In 2005, the MSA Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Funds were redirected.  Twenty-five percent of the funding went to other health care initiatives.
· In 2009, the MSA Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Funds were again redirected.  Forty-five percent of the funding is now directed to the General Fund.
· Tobacco prevention programs are a smart investment for states that save money by reducing smoking-caused health care costs.  Tobacco use costs the nation – and the states - $96 billion a year in health care costs.  Pennsylvania spends $5.2 billion each year in smoking-caused health care costs.  In the short term, the best state tobacco prevention programs have saved $3 in health care costs for every dollar spent.  These savings grow sharply over time.
 

· Policy makers should remember to keep the promise made in 1998, and spend the money for tobacco prevention and cessation.  Pennsylvania needs to invest in programs to protect children from tobacco companies’ efforts to addict them.  Tobacco prevention works, it is a proven solution.  Tobacco prevention also saves money and most importantly, lives.
 

· In fiscal year 08/09, in the Southwest Region of Pennsylvania (excluding Allegheny County, and including Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties):
· 34,597 of children have been educated on tobacco prevention, 
· 443 (90 were pregnant) of adults and 254 youth have quit smoking ( a combined savings of more than $10 million); and 
· 11,013 community members have been educated on the harms of secondhand smoke.
All of these results were achieved with funding from the Master Settlement Agreement.  Without this funding, thousands of people would not have access to tobacco cessation programs and thousands more would not be provided education on the harms of tobacco use.
 

· Due to the significant funding cuts to the Southwest Region of Pennsylvania:

· 15,569 of children will NOT be educated on the harms of tobacco use, 
· 426 of adults (68 who are pregnant) and 195 youth will not have access to cessation services (which will result in health care expenditure costs of more than $4.3 million due to less people quitting tobacco use), and 
· 16.25 full time equivalents are now unemployed.

 

· Since 2001, smoking rates, youth access to tobacco, and youth initiation of tobacco products have declined in Pennsylvania (see attached PA Department of Health Annual Report for a complete report).  
 Cigarette sales in Pennsylvania declined by 31 percent between 1997 and 2006

 Rates of illegal sales of cigarettes in Pennsylvania to minors have fallen dramatically from over 50 percent in 1996 to under 10 percent in 2006.
 Youth cigarette use in both Pennsylvania middle schools and high schools dropped significantly (p<0.05), between school year 2002-2003 and 2006-2007.
 Between 2003 and 2006, there was a statistically significant drop in smoking prevalence among adults in Pennsylvania (p<0.05).

· This decline can be contributed to tobacco prevention and cessation programs across the state.  Without this important funding stream, smoking rates would increase as seen in Massachusetts: 

 Funding for Massachusetts’s tobacco prevention and cessation program was cut by 95 percent – from $54 million per year to just $2.5 million per year in FY 2004.  These drastic reductions in the state’s investments to prevent and reduce tobacco use translated directly into higher smoking rates, especially among youth, and more smoking-caused disease, death, and costs.    A study released by the Massachusetts Association of Health Boards shows that the Massachusetts program funding cuts have already been followed by an alarming increase in illegal sales of tobacco products to children.
 Between 2002 and 2003, cigarette sales to minors increased by 74 percent, from eight percent to 13.9 percent in communities that lost a significant portion of their enforcement funding.
 Over the same time period, cigarette sales to minors increased by 98 percent in communities that lost all of their local enforcement funding.
 Between 2005 and 2006, Massachusetts’ per capita cigarette consumption increased by 3.2 percent, while the nationwide, per capita consumption declined by 3.5 percent.

· Lives and health care dollars can be saved by preventing tobacco use.  We know these funds will continue to lessen the toll of tobacco upon the Pennsylvania healthcare system by reducing smoking related health care costs and saving lives!  We need your commitment to ensure that tobacco prevention and cessation programs continue to decrease the human and economic burden tobacco use creates in our commonwealth.
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